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Shine Your Excellence – Celebrations!

Champion Partner Message
Welcome MNAiC students, parents, supporters, industry partners, and community members.
It is my honor to share this message with the 2022 Minnesota
Aspirations in Computing participants. All of you should be extremely
proud of yourself and your accomplishments. We can’t wait to see what
amazing leaders you become.
Over the past few years, we have all lived through very challenging times.
It is my hope that we will all reflect and stop and take notice of how these
challenges have created opportunities. Opportunities to think, examine,
explore, and create what we want the future to be.
Yes, the challenges have been many, but so have the opportunities.
We stepped into them, owned them, and moved forward with amazing strength and resilience.
We overcame barriers and fear and came out with hope and the determination to move forward
with greater urgency and conviction. We learned to make tracks.
Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed away in September 2020 after serving 27 years on
the Supreme Court. As the second woman to serve on the Supreme Court (Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor was the first) she became known as a leader for women around the world. With her
work ethic, passion for justice, and amazing personal qualities she showed all of us how to live
our lives without fear but with great passion and compassion. One of my favorite quotes from
her is “Whatever you choose to do, leave tracks. That means don’t do it just for yourself. You will
want to leave the world a little better for your having lived.” (Ruth Bader Ginsburg, https://youtu.be/
RoBmvf4uEo8)
I believe this to be true, and as I write this short message to all of you, I truly hope you will
remember this quote. You are passionate. You are caring. You are innovators. You are creators. You
are strong women. You are leaders. Whatever you do in the future, make a difference. Leave tracks
for others to see positive examples, to see glimpses of passion, to help others find their way, and
to make this world a little better.
I am amazed by the talent I see in our State and in all of you. My hope is for each of you to achieve
what’s possible and become something bigger than yourself. Be remarkable. Shine Your Excellence!
I want to personally thank all MNAiC sponsors,mentors, industry partners, parents, grandparents,
siblings and other student supporters, high school counselors and teachers, and above all…YOU.
Together we can do great things.

Thank you for your participation and congratulations to all the honorees. Now, go make some tracks!
Janice Aanenson, PhD
Executive Director
Minnesota State IT Center of Excellence
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Masters of Ceremonies
Bria Black

Bria Black is a Senior Program Manager at Target. At work, Bria manages
strategy and programming for the Emerging Engineering Program which is
designed to diversify the software engineering talent at Target with coding
bootcamp grads from underrepresented genders and ethnicities. Outside
of work, Bria volunteered with the Simpson Housing mentor program and
continues to meet with her mentee (often at SkyZone trampoline park) and
recently joined the board of Minnesota Chapter of 826, a non-profit designed to
empower underserved K-12 students through writing. She also loves content
creation and trying new restaurants in the Twin Cities.

Jade Denson

Jade is a passionate leader committed to developing equitable programs and
tech talent pipelines as well as building authentic relationships in the tech
community. Jade prides herself on being a connector of people, ideas, and
solutions and she is lucky she gets to bring that energy and drive into her role
at Target every day. Jade serves as the Senior Manager of the Tech Talent
Programs team within Target Tech where she builds industry-leading tools, talent
programs, learning experiences, and resources to deepen engineer growth and
development. Originally from California, Jade attended Grinnell College in Iowa
and has spent the last 8 years building out her life in Minnesota. She enjoys
collecting art, spending time with her partner and two Bengal cats, watching
basketball, supporting the Minnesota Lynx, and attending events in her community.

“Excellence is never an accident; it is the result of high
intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction, skillful
execution and the vision to see obstacles as opportunities.”
Anonymous
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NCWIT Collegiate Award Finalists
Anjali Donthi

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Anjali Donthi is a freshman at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities pursuing a
Business and Computer Science degree. She is the founder of Operation Serenity,
a MedTech company focused on helping pediatric surgery patients through an
Android app that provides in-app surgery simulations and access to community
resources. Anjali was inspired to develop her app while volunteering at a hospital
when she noticed pediatric patients who feared their upcoming procedures. When
Anjali was younger, her passion for technology grew as she participated in the Rochester area Black Data
Processing Associates (BDPA) and Technovation, where she first learned how to create apps. Since then,
Anjali was recognized as a NCWIT State honoree for Aspirations in Computing and had the opportunity to
intern at Optum - United HealthGroup during the summer of 2021. Through her internship, she learned
more about Data Science and programming in Python. Anjali enjoys reading, baking, and playing piano in
her free time.

Katelyn France

University of Minnesota – Duluth
Kate France holds a B.S. in Biochemistry from the University of Minnesota Duluth
and is currently a first-year pharmacy student at the University of Minnesota’s
College of Pharmacy. She is the founder of Scientists Making Your Life Easier
(SMYLE) LLC, a medtech and mentorship-focused company that produces
accessible life-saving medical equipment while also providing opportunities for
networking and assistance for underserved students interested in pursuing STEM
projects and careers. Kate began this mission after her involvement in science fairs in high school and now
works to share the knowledge and support that helped her become the scientist she is today. Kate loves
needlework and crocheting, drinking coffee, and hiking along the North Shore of Minnesota. You can find her
on social media as @franceinyapants.
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Rising Star – Freshman & Sophomore Honorees
Reviewed by national and state review teams, these 25 freshman and sophomore Rising Star Honorees
were selected for their engagement in a mixture of technology education and leadership experiences.
They show strong promise of future success in their pursuit of a technology
education and career path.
Special thanks to the Minnesota Twins for hosting and leading a learning
and recognition event at Target Field on April 30.
Dagmawit Abate, Rosemount High School
Hannah Abdi, Heritage Academy, Minneapolis
Keertana Addagudi, Rosemount High School
Laasya Aki, Minnesota Connections Academy
Allyson Barrows, Spectrum High School, Elk River
Sarah Doss-Johnson, Rosemount High School
Adia Fienagha, DeLaSalle High School, Minneapolis
Reese Grimsley, Apollo High School, St. Cloud
Victoria Hoeper, Osakis High School
Jeramyah Johnson, Spectrum High School, Elk River
Delmariea Joseph, Tartan High School, Oakdale
Sabreen Khanikar, Eden Prairie High School
Yoonju Lee, Century High School, Rochester
Riley Mauer, Mounds View High School
Amelie Nickel, Roseville Area High School
Julia Osmolski, Burnsville High School
Caroline Person, Spectrum High School, Elk River

Congratulations!

As was the case this awards
season, we anticipate that
many Rising Star honorees
will be selected as top-tier
state and national honorees
next awards season.
Keep IT up!

Isabella Pfankuch, Highland Park Senior High School, St. Paul
Elizabeth Rettmann, John Marshall High School, Rochester
Mikhala Rivers, DeLaSalle High School, Minneapolis
Anja Seifert, St. Paul Academy and Summit School
Juhae Song, East Ridge High School, Woodbury
Emily Springer, Southwest High School, Minneapolis
Abigail Tabor, Simley High School, Inver Grove Heights
Harini Vinod, Eastview High School, Apple Valley
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Rising Star – Junior & Senior Honorees
The Minnesota Aspirations in Computing Awards (MNAiC) program is proud to announce 38 juniors and
seniors were selected as Rising Star honorees, from high schools throughout Minnesota by national and
state review teams for their exceptional technology and computing-related skills, interests, and aspirations.
General Mills will host a virtual learning and recognition event on May 7 from
10:00 am – 12:30 pm. Family, friends, educators, business partners and sponsors
are invited to join the recognition portion of the event from noon–12:30 pm.
The event link is: https://minnstate.zoom.us/j/96019830752 Passcode: RisingStar
Hannah Brass, St. Paul Academy and
Summit School
Tia Cyriac, Mahtomedi High School
Erin De Witt, Rosemount High School
Ashley Dwyer, Rosemount High School

Rukia Omar, Ubah Medical Academy Charter
School, Hopkins
Mairin O’Shaughnessy, Visitation School,
Mendota Heights

Alicia Erickson, Alexandria Area High School
Liliana Espinoza, Rosemount High School

Sofia Pehrson, Jefferson High School, Bloomington

Meagan Flaherty, Lakeville South High School

Franziska Rinkleff, Century High School, Rochester

Abrianna Hanson, Lincoln High School,
Thief River Falls

Gabrielle Ruth, Rosemount High School

Charley Hattermann, Rosemount High School

Audrey Schwartz, Eagan High School

Sophia Ishal, Apple Valley High School

Olivia Sedarski, Edina High School

Anya Kachru, Wayzata High School

Brynne Spangler, Rosemount High School

Shumaila Khan, Minnesota Connections Academy,
St. Paul

Lisette Thurman, Rosemount High School

Priyanka Kopuru, Eden Prairie High School

Amoligha Timma, Eden Prairie High School

Jacqueline Lee, Mounds View High School
Sayla Lotysz, Rosemount High School
Georgia Martin, Orono High School
Margaret McNeary, Rosemount High School
Wendy Meng, Wayzata High School
Keegan Messner, Rosemount High School
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Paige Myos, Andover High School

Alura Price, Minnesota Connections Academy, St. Paul

Sushita Sah, Eden Prairie High School

Anna Tighe, Simley High School, Inver Grove Heights
Olivia Trader, Providence Academy, Plymouth
Srushti Vaidyanathan, Prior Lake High School
Andrea Valencia Garcia, Coon Rapids High School
Josephine Voumard, Apollo High School, St. Cloud
Jonealya Wells-Mohn, Rosemount High School

Minnesota Educator Award
Michael G. Wulf, Ed.D.

Dr. Michael G. Wulf is a passionate leader and volunteer providing opportunities
for K-12 youth by developing confidence and options in Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) education for underrepresented
ethnicities in education and workforce. Dr. Wulf states his purpose in life is to create
a sustainable urban-focused organization that develops prepared young adults in
Minnesota. He serves as the founder of the Minnesota STEM Partnership
(MNSTEM), founder of the National Society of Black Engineers Junior – Twin Cities
chapter, board member of the Conservation Corps of Minnesoat and Iowa, and most
recently national board member of the National Black Data Processing Associates (BDPA) serving as Chief
Operating Officer & Vice-President. Originally from St. Paul’s Rondo neighborhood he understands the need to
reinvest in community and selflessly shares his knowledge by developing FREE high-tech education programs
in advancing and emerging technology fields for youth. As a 37-year technologist he leads MNSTEM with a
dozen part-time staff and dozens of volunteers from STEAM-related fields.

MN Educator Honorable Mention Award
Audra Rudys
Wayzata High School

Audra Rudys teaches computer science and technology classes part-time at Wayzata
High School. She earned her B.A. in Math from Dartmouth College and worked in
the corporate and non-profit sectors in various tech roles, including development and
implementation of decision/recommendation engines. Her work piqued an interest
in Artificial Intelligence, and she returned to school to complete her M.S. in Computer Science at DePaul University. When her children started school, Audra shifted
from consulting to volunteering and discovered a passion for mentoring students in
STEAM activities, starting with Destination Imagination and later in her classroom. This year, she was excited
to roll out an introductory programming class created to make computing more accessible and attractive to
students with little to no previous coding experience. She also advises the Technovation Girls club. When not
geeking out, she enjoys photography, traveling, hiking, and camping with her husband and three children.
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2022 Aspirations in Computing Award Honorees
Fatuma Abdi

Junior at Edison Senior High School, Minneapolis
Fatuma is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a Certificate of Distinction
recipient in 2020 and a Rising Star in 2021. To Fatuma, technology is something that
encompasses a large section of her life. It’s something she grew up having a faint
understanding of but is now something she currently works with. Fatuma learned
much of what she knows about engineering and programming by taking the initiative
to join classes available at her schools and in her community. She’s been a part of
math clubs, First Lego League, BDPA, and other groups. Specifically, Fatuma works
with coding but wants to get into other areas involved with computer science. She learned how to program
through the organization BDPA, and builds off what she’s learned from there, to expanding her understanding
of programming. Fatuma has competed twice in National programming competitions, both of which required
her and her team to build fully functional applications. Fatuma is currently a member of a mobile development
team, where she is learning how to design an iOS app and compete against others. She plans to attend
university and major in a STEM-related field in the future. Fatuma wants to integrate the medical and
technological sectors to help others gain access to healthcare.

Stavya Arora

Junior at Maple Grove Senior High School
Stavya is a State Winner. She was also a State Honorable Mention recipient in 2020.
Stavya is a math enthusiast with a deep passion for robotics. Her interest in math
started early when she regularly won Math Masters and Continental Math League
(CML) competitions in elementary school. She got accepted to the University of
Minnesota’s Talented Youth Math Program (UMTYMP) in 6th grade and completed
all college level math by 10th grade. She placed in the top 5 percentile in the
American Mathematics Contest AMC10 and AMC12 and was invited to take the prestigious AIME test. Stavya
is a captain of her school’s FIRST Robotics program and leads a girls mentor program called the Crimson
GEARs (Girls in Engineering and RoboticS). This program inspires and encourages girls to participate and stay
active in STEM related activities. Stavya also placed first in the state for the Health Informatics and Creative
Problem-Solving competitions held by Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA). Currently, Stavya is
heavily involved in research at the University of Minnesota, focused on opioid addiction recovery in online
communities. She also enjoys volunteering at her local temple, listening to music and hanging out with friends.
Stavya plans to pursue a degree in Computer Science in college with a focus on artificial intelligence and
machine learning.
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Riya Bharti

Senior at East Ridge High School, Woodbury
Riya is a State Winner. Her passion for coding ignited when she took a coding course
at the University of Michigan. From there, she went on to work with a Cybersecurity
engineer on coding projects using Python. She has also worked on web design for
several local groups and is now a technology intern with the Indian Association of
Minnesota. Additionally, Riya is the captain of her FIRST Robotics Competition team,
the ERRORs. As captain, Riya project manages, designs, and builds. In school,
Riya has taken many AP classes, earning her the AP Scholar with distinction award in 2020. Riya also holds
leadership positions in NCHS, NHS, Environmental Club, and ASL club. She participates in Student Cabinet,
Tri-M, District Youth Council, and Swim and Dive. She hopes to continue to take rigorous classes and join
exciting clubs as she majors in Computer Science at a 4-year college or university this fall. Outside of school,
Riya works with her local library to teach technology skills. She teaches seniors how to use a computer to do
daily tasks and creates coding activities for teens and kids. She also enjoys getting involved in her community,
by creating and distributing STEM kits to families in need and teaching 2nd-5th grade Girl Scouts to code using
fun activities and cubelets. Riya hopes to bring STEM to as many people as possible. To do this, she is a part of
the FIRST Upper Midwest Diversity and Inclusion committee that helps teams become more inclusive.

Sophie Bingen

Senior at Maple Grove Senior High School
Sophie is a National Honorable Mention recipient. She was a State Winner in 2020.
Her passion for programming was ignited in 8th grade when she took a coding class
at Macalester College. Since then, she has continued to develop her programming
skills through self-study and additional classes at several institutions, learning Java,
JavaScript, HTML, CSS, C++, and Python. This past summer, Sophie held an
internship at Land O Lakes working in their IT department. In 2020, she collaborated
to develop a Python curriculum to teach young girls. She dedicates her time after school and on weekends to
the high school robotics team, Crimson Robotics. She started her robotics career in programming where she
worked with Java, but she later transferred to mechanical. Sophie is a leader in the mechanical department and
spends her time collaborating with others to build robots. In her CAD Education work, Sophie developed
a curriculum to teach CAD to inexperienced teammates. She also previously mentored a FLL team and worked
to organize and attend different robotics community events. Sophie is a FIRST Deans List Finalist. She has
been a Girl Scout for 10 years, has earned the Bronze Award, and enjoys volunteering at Girl Scouts and other
community events. Sophie is pursuing mechanical engineering at the UMN next year.
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Thanmayee Boyapati
Senior at Shakopee High School

Thanmayee is a State Winner. Her first successful java project when she joined FIRST
Robotics was to display the limelight camera and the USB camera on Shuffleboard,
a large interface. This led her to want to expand her knowledge and challenge
herself. Over the past three years, she progressed from being a complete beginner
in programming to the programming lead on her team, where she continued to
expand her knowledge while also teaching others. For outreach, she mentored
underprivileged students at the Red Lake Indian Reservation. The students did not have access to the internet
or basic electronic devices, but despite these challenges, Thanmayee taught them how to code in Arduino
and helped them build and code a little mouse robot. She also played a major role in creating a site-to-site
VPN (Virtual Private Network), which induces no modification for robot or driver stations and an inexpensive
Raspberry VPN, for her team. This enabled her robotics team to write and test the robot code remotely. Her
passion for programming deepened her understanding and pushed her to expand her knowledge by learning
other languages. Over the summer, she took several courses and watched several videos and taught herself the
basics of Python. She plans to major in Computer Science at the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities and work
with technology in the future.

Elise Buzzell

Junior at Two Rivers High School, Mendota Heights
Elise is a State Winner. She was an Honorable Mention recipient in 2021 and a
Certificate of Distinction recipient in 2020. She identified early on that she was
interested and excited by STEM. What started with participating in engineering
challenges through Odyssey of the Mind has resulted in a passion for everything
STEM. For the next 4 years she continued in Odyssey and took on First Lego
League. During that time, she went to World Finals twice for Odyssey and went
to sectionals, regionals, and state twice in First Lego League. In the past 5 years she decided to take
programming courses such as App Camp for Girls, Rebecca Coder Dojo, GWC Summer Immersion Camp,
Camp Explore, MTU SYP Women in Computer Science, and more. Elise participated in the Technovation[Girls]
Challenge for 3 years in a row. This past season, the app she and her teammate created ended up being a
semifinalist. She has also been on the TechGirlz Teen Advisory Board for 2 years helping promote TechGirlz
and assisting with workshops to help get young girls interested in STEM. In addition, she is on her school’s
Student Council and National Honors Society. Elise hopes to continue her love for technology and major in
Software Engineering or Computer Science. In her spare time Elise enjoys participating in school sports
such as golf, soccer, and winter guard. She also has enjoyed dancing with a local dance studio for the past
13 years.
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Anushka Chaudhari

Senior at Eastview High School, Apple Valley
Anushka is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Her interest in STEM began when
she attended the district’s Young Scholars summer camps. This interest encouraged
her to participate in Technovation for girls, a global non-profit organization that
encourages girls to code and pitch an app. Her team was a regional winner for
the app Virtual Vault, designed to keep kids safe on social media. In high school,
Anushka founded the Technovation Club. Her team created the app Juno Moneta
to increase financial literacy among immigrants and they advanced to global semi-finals. Anushka currently
serves as a student ambassador for Technovation[MN] where she runs the social media accounts to recruit
more girls. She also serves on the board of IIIL, a Minnesota non-profit that encourages creative and
critical thinking skills in school curriculum. Her article related to this cause is published in Variations Magazine.
In school, Anushka is on the debate team, a student council officer, a National Honor Society member, chief
newspaper editor, and the district’s legislative council member. Anushka is also a mental health advocate and
a research intern at William and Mary University where she explores how AP and IB courses have an impact
on academic pressure and suicide. She plays the piano and flute, and she practices Tae Kwon Do. Anushka
would love to explore the link between medicine and technology, hoping to research how we can continue to
use technology to better the field of medicine and improve people’s lives.

Zoey Chen

Senior at Century High School, Rochester
Zoey is a State Honorable Mention recipient. In 10th grade, at the urging of a
friend, she joined the Technovation challenge and created a language learning app,
which advanced to the Global Semi-finals. Wanting to explore tech further, Zoey
took AP CSA her junior year, which introduced her to programming languages.
She is taking Javascript, Data Structures and Algorithms, and Data Science
courses this year. One of her favorite projects has been creating a generative art
piece visualizing a philosophical concept, and she’s excited to see what other coding tools she can use to
make art. Zoey combines her love for teaching and CS by working as a Teacher’s Assistant for the Art of
Sciences Python course and leading a tech club at a local elementary school. As the Operations Chair for
Living Room Tutors, a free peer tutoring service, she has been working with software developers to build a
platform that streamlines the process of matching tutors and tutees, giving her first-hand experience with
the impact technology has on advancing organizational goals. Outside of these tech-related activities, Zoey
co-captains her debate and girls’ tennis teams, serves as a coach and secretary of the Rochester Math Club,
and teaches acrylic painting classes. In college, Zoey plans to pursue a major or minor in Computer Science,
with additional interests in Philosophy, Global Studies, and Education.
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Sani Deshmukh

Junior at Eden Prairie High School
Sani is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Her interest in Computer Science
started in AP CSP class in freshman year. After that, she took many high school
computer science classes including AP CSA, AP Java, Cybersecurity, and IOS
development. Sani is involved with the Computer Science Honors Society, National
Honor Society, and the Robotics programming team. She is extremely passionate
about Science, especially Astronomy, and is aspiring to become an Aerospace
Engineer. Sani is the captain of Eden Prairie’s State Champion Science Olympiad
team and is involved in Astronomy, GeoScience, and Wifi building events. Going beyond the classroom for
experience, Sani has interned at the University of Minnesota to build a new Transient-Detector Turbo
telescope. After self-studying Python, she wrote python scripts to perform photometry on stars and
implemented basic machine learning to get telescope images. In addition to programming, and after
attending the Bank of America Girls Who Code competition, Sani became particularly interested in
Cybersecurity and participated in multiple Pico-CTF competitions. She also volunteers at the Minnesota
Science Museum as a Science Activity Volunteer and enjoys explaining scientific concepts to curious little
kids. In the competitive world, Sani has participated and won several hackathons, even helped organize the
virtual national all-girls GSBHacks hackathon, and has won the district in Congressional App Challenge. In the
future, she hopes to find opportunities that connect her passion for Astronomy with her interest in technology.

Ishana Didwania

Sophomore at Mahtomedi High School

Ishana is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She began programming at age
9 and joined her local Girls Who Code program in middle school. Simultaneously,
she began a 5-year computer science program at the School of India for Languages
and Culture (SILC) and is currently completing her 5th year of the program. Over
those five years, Ishana has studied web development with HTML and Javascript,
PHP, MySQL and data management, Python, and Java. She enjoys creating projects
related to her Indian culture and heritage. She is currently the primary volunteer
teacher for the HTML and CSS at SILC, consisting of over 20 students ranging from 10-12 years old, and she
has completed over 50 volunteer hours in this role. Ishana loves sharing her passion for programming with
her students and continues to learn while teaching. She challenges herself with AP courses at school,
completing statistics and Spanish courses over the summer. Ishana also works at a senior living home in
her town and competes on her school’s math team. Besides programming, math, and science, Ishana is
passionate about flute and music. She plays in her school band and is the current historian in her high school
Band Leadership Team. Ishana takes private flute lessons and has been selected via auditions for several
collegiate and state-level honor bands. She plans to pursue a degree in computer science while focusing on
computational biology and biomedical engineering. Ishana hopes to continue programming while helping
others throughout her career.
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Clare Dixon

Junior at Eagan High School
Clare is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a Certificate of Distinction
recipient in 2021. Clare participated in FIRST Lego League robotics until 7th grade
when her team switched to FIRST Tech Challenge robotics. She became the lead
programmer on her team and works with TensorFlow, EasyOpenCV, and Vuforia.
Clare loves to solve problems with code. She helps to make coding simple for
the rest of her team. Clare was also on a successful Technovation team and
helped make beta apps for donation, volunteering, and college planning for high school students. Through
Technovation, she worked with a team to create multiple Alexa skills to help with keeping track of
accomplishments and another to help have a dance party. In addition to robotics and Technovation, Clare
also plays rugby, is an active girl scout, and was on a board to help stop the spread of COVID-19. She
combined girl scouts with STEM when her robotics team created multiple curricula to help girl scouts earn
badges, get involved, and spark their interest in STEM. Clare plans to continue in STEM by getting a degree
in computer science and hopefully working on robots. She hopes to continue to look for opportunities to
grow her skills and learn new things in technology.

Jasmine Garry

Sophomore at Eden Prairie High School
Jasmine is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She prides herself on being a
self-motivated social entrepreneur who guides and educates elementary students
about the positive impact technology has on our world and how our younger
generation can be innovators through STEM disciplines. Jasmine is a creative,
technology-minded mentor who founded an online learning organization called
CREATE tutoring that offers free tutoring sessions for any K-6 student that wants to
expand their knowledge. She is incredibly proud of her 50+ tutors and the 100+ students who teach, learn
and are incredibly focused on achieving their educational goals. Running an organization has taught her how
to manage digital marketing, increase participation, leverage multiple social media platforms, and engage a
community. This past summer, Jasmine was accepted into the Virtual Computer Science High School Intern
program at NC State University to build computing-infused lessons for K-12 teachers. She was also awarded
a scholarship from the Kode With Klossy Coding and Web Development program. Jasmine wants to pursue
a major in Business and CS. She hopes to find meaningful work within the tech industry to help her gain
experience while working towards her degrees to help launch her career, business ownership, and
ultimately venture into the tech start-up arena.
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Z Gibson

Junior at Southwest High School, Minneapolis
Z is a State Winner. While they have always held an interest in technology, their
passion for programming started in 7th grade when they joined FIRST Tech
Challenge (FTC) Robotics. They are a primary programmer on their team and are
also a FIRST Dean’s List Finalist. Z always aims to challenge themself and learn new
skills. Through robotics, they have learned Java, and have taught themself Python.
They are also enrolled in their school’s AP Computer Science class. Z is currently an
intern at Minnesota STEM Partnership (MSP), whose goal is to provide STEM opportunities to those often
underrepresented in STEM fields. They were a primary leader in MSP’s 6-week summer FTC bootcamp, and
also helped with the 6-week GISE and GEMS Summer STEM Academy at one of their local middle schools.
Z mentors FTC teams at Minnesota STEM Partnership, many of whom have had no prior robotics experience.
They enjoy being able to share their knowledge with others and watch as their journeys progress. Z is very
passionate about helping others, and believes it is important to make STEM opportunities more accessible
and provide those resources for those in underprivileged communities. Z has always been an advocate for
more widespread access to FIRST robotics opportunities, visiting the state capitol and speaking with the
Minneapolis Public Schools superintendent about this cause. Z aims to pursue a career path in the
engineering and computer science fields and will continue to advocate for underrepresented students.

Maryeva Gonzalez

Junior at St. Paul Academy - Summit
Maryeva is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Her love for technology started as a
grade school student with video games. As she grew older, she was intrigued by the
intersection of art and technology and its ability to engage and challenge players. In
middle school, Maryeva started an after-school video game club and actively recruited
both male and female students to join. She helped create a space where all students
could connect. As she entered high school Maryeva jumped at the opportunity
to explore the intricate languages needed to tell digital stories through video games. Often times she was
one of only a few BIPOC females in her classes. She continued to push herself and explore the possibilities
technology has to offer. Outside of her computer programming classes, Maryeva is actively engaged in her
school community. She is Co-Vice President of the Student Council, Co-Leader of Common Ground, Leader of
Latinos Unidos, and Vice President of Game Club. Maryeva’s passion is creating spaces for diverse voices to
be heard and acknowledged. She is currently enrolled in the highest levels of math and science offered to her
at her school. She plans to continue to explore her future in technology and science with a possible college
major in bioengineering. Until then, she plans to take advantage of every opportunity she is given to explore
topics such as neuroscience and genetics in her senior year of high school.
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Lalitha Gunturi

Sophomore at Eden Prairie High School
Lalitha is a State Winner. Her interest in coding and technology began when she first
explored Code.org in elementary school which led her to learn coding languages
and take computer science courses at her high school. Lalitha noticed how the
pandemic posed challenges to many elementary students with distance learning.
Lalitha thought these students could benefit from additional help and co-founded
CREATE Tutoring, a free program for elementary students that offers free virtual
tutoring, educational workshops, and fun events. In less than a year, CREATE has tutored over 1500 lessons,
700 hours of tutoring, 2 summer workshops, hosted numerous events, and has built a volunteer tutor network
across the country. To incorporate her passion for computer science, Lalitha and her co-founder are working on
putting together a block coding workshop to spark interest in the next generation of technology professionals.
This past summer, Lalitha participated in the Joy of Coding Program at the University of Michigan where she
developed her python programming skills and learned how coding powers the world of AI and Data Science.
Since September 2021, Lalitha has been working on research regarding Swarm Robotics with guidance from
Professor Maria Gini at the University of Minnesota. In school, Lalitha is on the Debate Team, Speech Team,
and DECA Team. Lalitha finds the intersection of computer science and business fascinating and would love to
work in those fields in the future.

Elisa Guo

Senior at Mounds View High School
Elisa Guo is a State Winner. From a young age, she was interested in STEM,
and has competed in Science Olympiad since elementary school. During the
pandemic, Elisa was curious about why some people were more susceptible to
COVID-19 infection than others. Using computer programs and online databases
to find and analyze data helped answer her questions and piqued her interest
in computer science. Attending a machine learning camp at the University of
Minnesota introduced Elisa not only to an innovative aspect of the computing field but also the influence of
data bias. She decided to co-found a Girls Who Code club at her school to engage her peers in computer
science and learn about the importance of diversity and representation in the field. Elisa continues to be
an avid competitor and Event Leader in Science Olympiad, winning multiple medals at State and other
invitationals and helping her teammates succeed. Elisa is also a leader in her school community. She
represents her grade as Senior Class Officer, serves as Editor-in-Chief of her school newspaper, and directs
an annual community benefit concert sponsored by her school’s NHS. She was elected as Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court for Minnesota Youth in Government. In her future, Elisa hopes to combine her interests
in STEM and politics by addressing social issues through data-driven research.
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Annika Heieie

Junior at Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa High School
Annika is a National Honorable Mention recipient and a State Winner. Annika was a
2021 Rising Star honoree and a 2020 Certificate of Distinction honoree. She began
programming robots in elementary school, which sparked her interest in STEM.
In high school she began taking more advanced computer science classes as well
as engineering classes where she learned Java, Python, C, and SQL. She helps
mentor her school’s Girls Who Code Club and is always encouraging the young
girls to pursue their interests in STEM. She is a programmer on her school’s robotics team, and on this
First Robotics team she is partially in charge of encouraging and helping the team’s inclusion and diversity
goals. Annika is a member of Business Professionals of America, where she made it to State three years
in a row for SQL database fundamentals as well as Computer Programming Concepts. She also made it to
Nationals twice for SQL. She was recognized by Harvard Academies for her academic interests in change
and computer science and took multiple online classes through them as well. Annika will be attending the
National Student Leadership Conference for Aerospace Engineering to broaden her knowledge in STEM
and try out new areas involving engineering and computer science. She continually looks for new ways to
expand her knowledge in STEM, try new experiences, and encourage others who are interested in STEM to
pursue their dreams as well.

Reema Ibrahim

Senior at Totino-Grace High School, Fridley
Reema is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a Certificate of
Distinction recipient in 2021. Her love for coding began when she started at the
E3 (Experimental Engineering Education) Institute at her school. For her senior
capstone project, Reema created a college matching algorithm. She learned to
code in JavaScript and C++ in her computer science and engineering classes.
Reema studies Java in her AP Computer Science class and has completed multiple
courses, studying Machine Learning and data structures using Python. She was invited to be a part of the
Inspirit AI program, led by MIT and Stanford graduate students, and is now an Ambassador. Reema also
participated in the Joy of Coding program with the University of Michigan. She is a control team captain for
her school’s FIRST Robotics Competition Team. Reema also created her own Technovation[MN] team, which
was a Global Semi-Finalist in 2021. Their app, U Choose, centralizes critical college information and create
a means to connect high school students with college representatives. Her other leadership roles include
being a LINK Crew member, captain of her school’s Math Team, and Lead Teaching Assistant at the Kumon
Institute of Education in Blaine. Reema is also a member of the National Honor Society and the Kathleen
Murphy Scholars Program. In her free time, she is a violinist in her school’s musical pit orchestra and
chamber orchestra. Reema plans on studying computer science and mechanical engineering in college.
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Ria Koppikar

Senior at Eastview High School, Apple Valley
Ria is a State Winner. She was a Certificate of Distinction recipient in 2021. Her
interest in programming sparked in 7th grade when she took a coding class at a
local non-profit. Through that she developed programming skills in JavaScript, HTML,
CSS, and Python. Ria has also been a part of coding camps like Girls Who Code and
Kode With Klossy. This past summer, she worked as an Instructor Coding Assistant
with Kode with Klossy, helping to teach code to girls across India and Europe. She
believes technology is one of the most important tools of this century and feels everyone should be able to
use it. This belief drives her to continue teaching others in various ways. At school, Ria engages in high-level
math and science courses to continue her pursuit of STEM knowledge. By joining a mentor program class,
she was able to be mentored by a Delta Airlines Principal Software Architect. Outside of school she runs her
own organization, Super (tech)Savvy Seniors, where she and other teenagers help senior citizens with basic
technology skills. She has worked with senior citizens across the world, including countries like the UK, India,
and Taiwan. During Ria’s free time, she enjoys tutoring students in math topics, reading, and dancing! Ria
plans on majoring in Neuroscience or Psychology.

Izzi Lauer

Junior at Cretin-Derham Hall, St. Paul
Izzi is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Her enthusiasm for programming began
in 4th grade when she joined FIRST Lego League (FLL). In middle school, she
participated in Girls Who Code, and she continued to compete on FLL teams at the
Twin Cities German Immersion School. Izzi took multiple computer science classes
in middle and high school, where she learned HTML, CSS, Python, Java, and CAD.
Last summer, she completed a week-long cybersecurity boot camp at Metropolitan
State University and learned about cyber vulnerabilities and security architecture.
Izzi has been enrolled in the University of Minnesota Talented Youth Mathematics Program (UMTYMP) since
7th grade, and she’s currently studying multivariable calculus. She’s also taking computer science classes
at the University of Minnesota on topics including algorithms, data structures, and discrete mathematics.
This is Izzi’s third year as a programmer on Cretin-Derham Hall’s robotics team. She’s especially interested in
computer vision and autonomous code, and she led a project to maneuver Arduino robots around obstacles.
Izzi plans to major in computer science and pursue a career in data analytics or machine learning. Outside
of math and computer science, Izzi is on the cross-country team. She also enjoys water skiing, taking circus
classes, and playing piano.
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Ruth Mellin

Senior at St. Paul Academy and Summit School
Ruth is a State Winner. She was a State Honorable Mention recipient in 2021.
She was drawn to math and science at a young age and has explored her interest
in those subjects and found passions in computer science and engineering in
high school. Her engineering classes have taught civil, mechanical, aerospace,
and design engineering in a hands-on, project-based environment. She has taken
computer science classes working with Java and Arduino Uno. This year, she
created a 3D printed robotic hand that translates from speech and text into ASL letter signs for submission
to the regional science fair. She has also enjoyed advanced classes in genetics, neuroscience, and chemistry
and plans to incorporate biology into her major and career. Over the summer, Ruth participated in CURIE
Academy, an all-female engineering program at Cornell University, where she developed a digital agriculture
system using Internet of Things software. She also took a course with Inspirit AI, where she learned to code
with AI and created a bioinformatics project that traced COVID-19 strains to their country of origin. Ruth is a
Level 9 gymnast and captain of her club team at Roseville Gymnastics Center, leads a fiber arts club at her
school, and volunteers at a local historical site. In college, Ruth plans to major in engineering and explore
the possibilities at the intersection of engineering, biology, and computer science, such as biomedical
engineering and bioinformatics.

Grace N

Senior at Math and Science Academy, Woodbury
Grace is a State Winner and National Honorable Mention recipient. She was also a
2021 Honorable Mention recipient. As a founding member and current president
of her school’s SWENext Club, she aspires to spark interest and confidence in
students pursuing STEM. Grace has helped organize STEM outreach activities with
local schools, libraries, and the Science Museum of Minnesota. She has set up,
created lesson plans, and taught basic Python and HTML/CSS classes, introducing
students to the world of code. Grace is also code lead for her school’s FIRST Robotics Competition Team and
has written code in Java and Lua for the robot’s subsystems, autonomous commands, and driving controls.
Additionally, Grace works for an application and web design firm on the transfer of content, customization,
and maintenance of websites for non-profit organizations. She also volunteers as the website administrator
for a mental health non-profit organization in the Seattle, WA area and Rutherford County, NC. Outside of
STEM, Grace runs cross country and long-distance track, qualifying for the Minnesota State Championships
in both racing seasons. She looks forward to pursuing electrical engineering in college, focusing on leveraging
technology in research and innovation towards a more sustainable future.
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Karen Nakamura

Junior at Math and Science Academy, Woodbury
Karen is a State Honorable Mention recipient. From an early age, she had a strong
passion for STEM subjects, including computer science. After taking a computer
coding class, she enrolled in AP Computer Science. Upon seeing that she was the
only girl in the AP course, Karen sought computer science opportunities where she
could learn and grow among other girls. She soon joined the Society of Women
Engineers Next Club. Karen’s ability to engage with computing and technology
blossomed when she conducted a science project for the 2021 Twin Cities Science Fair. The project
combined her two seemingly disparate interests, technology and martial art, into one and opened up a new
possibility for computer science that has not been previously explored in depth. She constructed a surface
electromyography (EMG) data acquisition system using a Myoware sensor and an Arduino microprocessor
to develop a reliable analytical method to measure the electrical activity of muscles used during a karate
technique. Currently she is working on a continuation project to test karate participants using her system.
Outside of STEM, Karen is involved with National Honor Society and Link-Crew to serve the community and
participates on varsity teams for cross country running and Nordic skiing. She is committed to advancing
her skills in the art of Japanese traditional karate as a black belt. In the future, Karen would like to immerse
herself in the interdisciplinary field of computing and biology and pursue bioinformatics in college.

Abigail Peters

Junior at Roseville Area High School
Abigail is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Their passion for science and
technology first started with excelling in elementary school math classes and was
furthered by taking science courses for the first time in middle school. In 8th grade,
together with a group of students, Abigail led the creation of an FTC robotics team
for the first time at their middle school. They served as the build team captain
and managed the engineering notebook. In high school, Abigail’s love for STEM
created a push to take challenging AP courses such as calculus, biology, environmental science, and various
histories. Outside of class, Abigail was active in their community as the debate captain, a National Honor
Society member, and a National History Day participant, making it to Nationals in 2019 and Honorable
Mention at State in 2021. Abigail participates in Girls in STEM and has competed in the Minnesota math
league. In their free time, they like to research history in order to better understand the way the world
works today, especially relating to topics such as climate change and biomedical research. They hope to one
day make meaningful contributions to the world in these fields using technology. In the future, Abigail plans
to go to college for engineering.
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Caroline Pirtle

Senior at Breck School, Golden Valley
Caroline is a State Winner. She was a State Honorable Mention recipient in 2021
and a Rising Star in 2019 and 2020. Caroline currently participates in Breck’s FIRST
Robotics Competition team as the Programming Captain. Her team attended
Robotics Worlds after winning the 2019 Northern Lights Regionals. They also
went on to win Regionals in the 2020 and 2021 virtual competitions. Caroline was
selected for Breck’s Advanced Science Research Program, where she worked with
the University of MN Division of Health Policy and Management writing algorithms in Python to optimize
medical clinics’ schedules. She then made a GUI for the algorithms and conducted various statistical
tests to compare the generated schedules with historical ones, finding an overall improvement with the
generated schedules. In summer 2021, she interned with SPS Commerce where she worked with the
Assortment Team. She helped develop beta features for the software and participated in the yearly Tech Jam
event. Currently, she is working with Open Arms of Minnesota, a non-profit, to analyze volunteer data using
SQL and Python to improve their volunteer program. Caroline is president of Breck’s Visual Arts Council
and won a Scholastic Silver Key for her artwork. She is planning on majoring in Computer Science and is
undecided on which college she will attend.

Nitya Potti

Junior at Eden Prairie High School
Nitya is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was introduced to computer
programming during Hour of Code in elementary school. Ever since then she
has been intrigued to dive more deeply into the field. Nitya experimented with
block coding on hopscotch and honed her skills to create more advanced projects
over time. Eventually, she moved on from block coding to building web pages
using HTML. In high school she continues to pursue her interest in computer
programming. After taking the APCSP class offered at her high school, her passion for programming
grew. After self-studying Java, she founded the USA Computing Olympics club at her high school where
members collaborate to implement Java algorithms for solving advanced problems and compete in online
tournaments. She also tutors students in high school and helps them with school subjects pertaining to
computer engineering. Outside of STEM, Nitya is part of her school’s NSDA Speech team, is about to
graduate Minnesota’s Music Teachers Association curriculum for piano, loves to dance and is a captain of
her school’s tutoring program. Nitya plans to pursue a career in computer science with special interest in the
area of artificial intelligence. This fast-growing field is fascinating to her. She is hoping to make a mark of her
own in this emerging field.
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Abi Rajasekaran

Senior at Eden Prairie High School
Abi is a State Winner. She began her STEM journey as a first grader participating
in the local science fair. Abi’s love for the technology field sparked after a visit
to a Python camp at the University of Minnesota. Since then, she has been
learning Matlab as a research intern at the University of Minnesota. Abi hopes to
continue utilizing technology and learning more software programs as she aspires
to pursue a career in the medical field. In 2021, she conducted a research study
predicting compensatory exercise behaviors from anxiety symptoms in patients with eating disorders
using a computer software program known as R. Her study was recognized by the Society of Science
for a Community Innovation award, given to one project per state. Additionally, Abi is a 2019 Target
Women in Science & Technology (TWIST) award recipient and a 2021 Girls of the Future Award Winner.
Abi’s participation in state and national science fairs sparked an interest to host a science fair in her local
community. With one-on-one mentoring for 65+ students and 20+ local sponsors and specialized judges,
the science fair was a success! Abi’s love for science, technology, and children continues to grow as she
organizes events for the Target Tech Kids Program. At school, she is an active volunteer and executive officer
of National Honor Society and stands up for social justice through Youth in Government, Women’s Rights
Club, and UNICEF. In her free time, she shares a love for playing piano and fostering dogs.

Sreeyutha Ratala
Senior at Edina High School

Sreeyutha is a National Honorable Mention recipient and 2020 State Winner. She
began programming at a summer Python camp. Since then, she has taken AP
Computer Science courses and is currently enrolled in advanced programming
classes at a university. She is also a TA for AP Java and a Peer-Tutor. She received a
Dean’s List Award for Excellence in AP Computer Science, an Award for Excellence
in Community Service, an EHS Student Solutions Equity Project honor, and was
designated an Edina Scholar with Distinction. Sreeyutha also created CampVenom, a free youth-led
coding camp for children with limited STEM opportunities, through which she empowered 53 campers and
47 volunteers. Due to this success, she received the 2022 Edina Community Foundation’s Connecting with
Kids Leadership Award. Sreeyutha loves developing apps for nonprofits, including applications that help kids
learn about the ecosystem and overcome emotional stress. Additionally, she is fascinated by AI and its
potential to solve the world’s largest problems. She received a free nano degree from Udacity for her
contributions in designing GitHub tutorials for AI learners. She feels particularly hopeful about AI’s
applications in education, and its ability to mitigate the educational opportunity gap. She plans to major
in Computer Science so she can create cost-effective personalized support/tutoring systems with AI for
underprivileged students. Sreeyutha’s favorite hobbies outside of school include singing Sangeetham,
playing badminton, and being part of the Math team. But most of all, she loves spending time with family
and doing community service.
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Alex Rimbu

Junior at Highland Park Senior High School, St. Paul
Alex is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Both of her parents work in IT, so
she began to take interest in computer science early on. In middle school, she
participated in the Technovation[MN] competition. Her team designed a carpooling
phone app and was a Minnesota Regional Finalist. In high school, Alex took
all available computer science classes, and is currently taking an IB Computer
Science Course. Last summer, she completed Harvard’s edX CS50 class, in which
she learned many programming languages, including Python, SQL, Java, and C. Over the past summer,
Alex participated in two lab internships. One of the internships was a study on neurological diseases and
involved database work. The other internship was on COVID hotspots and the patterns of their locations. This
internship involved coding in SQL, and the use of an external database. In her free time, Alex enjoys creative
writing. Last summer, she wrote a novel and won the Scholastic Art and Writing Gold Key Award. Alex also
enjoys volunteering, having volunteered at a Kumon Center for the past two summers, as well as being
part of the National Honor Society at school. Alex plans to attend a 4-year university and earn a degree in
Computer Science. From fine arts to helping the community, Alex believes computers can help us fulfill
our dreams.

Zoke Sackih

Sophomore at Mounds View High School
Zoke is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She is also an aspiring astrophysicist
and programmer. Her passion for science and technology was sparked after
watching the Marvel Movie Ant-Man. She was fascinated with the various forms of
science introduced to her as she watched, and started her discovery of the STEM
fields. In ninth grade, Zoke joined Technovation[MN], a worldwide club that inspires
girls to build technology and businesses. Initially, she did not have a strong interest
in coding, but she gave it a chance. She worked with her Technovation team to program an app based on
environmental consciousness called UpCycle. Her portion of the work was heavily code-based and focused
on creating the app from scratch. While working on programming for UpCycle, Zoke fell deeper in love
with the field of computer programming. Following her success in Technovation[MN], she enrolled in AP
Computer Science A. Through this course, she is constantly expanding her programming skills. In addition to
taking AP Computer Science, Zoke joined the FIRST Robotics team at her school. In this club, she focuses
on learning how to code a robot for success in various competitions. Zoke understands that there is not
much representation of women in STEM. However, she believes that they are powerful influences in these
fields. Zoke takes great pride in her accomplishments and is eager to see what her future has in store.
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Trisha Samba

Junior at Breck School, Golden Valley
Trisha is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a Certificate of Distinction
recipient in 2021. Trisha’s interest in global issues stemmed from her involvement
in regional and state science fairs. Since seventh grade, she went from building
portable water filters to creating a water-resistant bioplastic. Through these projects
Trisha developed a passion for innovation and invention which influenced her to
explore extracurriculars surrounding this. She is involved in the engineering and
design portion of the robotics team at her school. Trisha also self-learned CSS, HTML, and C++ to create
her own personal website and blog. She believes that because computer science is very prevalent and will
continue to grow in our society, it is a key skill to learn and can open up many opportunities in the future.
Last summer, Trisha created a free coding camp for kids in low-income communities to learn how to code.
She also led her own club, called “Young Inventors,” where fourth-graders learned from high schoolers how
to tap into their creative side while exploring STEM through mentor-protege online sessions. Throughout
the summer, Trisha worked in the BioSensing and BioRobotics lab at the University of MN designing and
building a maze. In her project, she explored the principles of Computer-Aided Design while also learning
how to code with Arduino to incorporate functional automatic sensors in the maze. While she’s still
exploring the various fields, Trisha is interested in mechatronics engineering and hopes to enhance life in
a sustainable environment.

Tanisha Senapati

Sophomore at Eastview High School, Apple Valley
Tanisha is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Her love for computers started
early while learning from her father about the different parts of a computer and
what you can use them for. Through classes in middle school and high school she
has deeply explored computer science and engineering. Tanisha was part of the
middle school’s Tech Titans team doing several projects with coding and technology.
She recently participated in a hackathon where she developed a fully functioning
app to help fix the issue of food waste in her local community. Over the summer, Tanisha participated in a
lot of coding and java activities with different organizations. She is very interested in biomedicine and enjoys
the collaborative, hands-on projects in her AP bio class. Tanisha has participated in Speech and Debate in her
school and recently took third place at the state level in the junior varsity section of her category. She is part
of FCCLA which is a volunteer organization at her school and in math club where her team made it to the
state meet last year. Tanisha also works in the background on the technical team for a lot of the plays and
musicals at her school. In her free time, she enjoys traveling, reading, and cooking. Tanisha plans to major
in pre-med with a focus on computers in healthcare and programming. She has an interest in Biomedical
Engineering and would love to make the technology we have more accessible and affordable for people to
receive care.

23

Fiona Shand

Senior at Edina High School
Fiona is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a Rising Star in 2021. From
an early age, she has been interested in pursuing the technology field. In middle
school, courses like Design robotics, Flight and Space, and Green Architecture
were always Fiona’s favorites. Outside of school, she completed camps like ID
Tech, Coder Dojo and the Technovation Challenge. All of these led her to take a
year-long Computer Science AP course as a freshman in high school. Fiona noticed
how students struggled in Java and needed extra resources and support, so she created the “Computer
Science Club”. The club was designed for students to help other struggling students, specifically women.
In Sophomore year, Fiona took a semester-long HTML course, which helped open her eyes to new coding
languages. That winter, she completed the Congressional App Challenge with her sister where they
created an app for children to learn the states. They earned third place in their district. Teaching others was
a continuing trend as Fiona started tutoring younger kids in Math and STEM classes. She also pushed
herself to take challenging AP classes, like AP Computer Science Principles, where she gained a deeper
understanding of the inner workings of computers, and learned SQL, machine code, and C. In the future,
Fiona is excited to attend the University of Greenwich in London, where she will be majoring in Computer
Science, in hopes to gain more cultural understanding, as well as implement her technological knowledge
to change the world!

Adele Snyder

Junior at Edina High School
Adele is a State Winner and a National Honorable Mention recipient. Her interest in
technology started when she participated in her older siblings’ First Robotics teams
as the mascot. When she was old enough she joined the First Lego League and
eventually was able to join the First Tech League and First Robotics Competition.
Starting at a young age she would scavenge the HID scrap bins at her mom’s work
to find parts she could sell to fund her robotics team’s expenses. She is now in
her 7th year of robotics and is assistant captain of The Green Machine, a nationally recognized FRC FIRST
Robotics team. She loves attending outreach events encouraging kids, especially girls, to join robotics
and enjoys attending STEM advocacy conferences at the state capital. When she isn’t busy designing and
building robots, she participates in Boy Scouts of America, takes math classes as part of the University
of Minnesota Talented Youth Mathematical Program (UMTYMP), and takes piano lessons. She is currently
helping to design a course on data structures and algorithms for her high school. She loves to travel and
was invited to watch the NASA launch of the LUCY Satellite in Florida. On her visits to her grandpa’s house
in Lead, SD she often visits the Sanford Underground Research Lab to learn more about their many particle
physics experiments.
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Ribka Solomon

Junior at Richfield High School
Ribka is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Throughout high school, Ribka
has done a number of things related to coding and the use of technology in the
real world. She was one of a few people who founded a Robotics club, which is
currently working on two robots. Her interest in computer science and engineering
was sparked while taking Intro to Web Design and Physics Inquiry classes in her
freshman and junior year of high school. She is also part of the Rooted in STEM
mentorship program at the University of Minnesota. In this program, students were able to gain knowledge
from undergraduate and Graduate students in the STEM field. This route will allow her to explore her
passion for solving real world issues with advanced technologies. Ribka has volunteered at the Red Cross
and other organizations in her local church where she became a teacher for young students who want to
learn the language Amharic as well as Ethiopian culture and traditions. She participated in and is interested
in advocating for international law advocacy for the Red Cross. Ribka believes that her interest in learning
different things, trying different research and involvement in mentorship programs have helped her find her
passion. As a result of her past experiences, she plans to become a Chemical Engineering major.

Saloni Somia

Junior at Minnetonka High School
Saloni Somia is a State Winner. Saloni is captain of her school’s debate team, DECA
chapter, and service club. Saloni’s passions include computer science, service,
and policy. She loves to combine these passions to help make a difference in her
communities. Saloni’s passion for computer science really started in 4th grade. The
first language that she leanred was Python. She self-taught herself how to code
with Python by taking time every day after school to work through a book that she
got from the library. She loved it so much that she took every single computer science class available to
her in middle school. These classes ranged from app development to robotics (she even won the schoolwide robot fight). Last summer, she co-created a web app that focused on improving the lives of those in
her community. In high school, she is involved in a Computer Science Club, AP Computer Science, and
Scientific Research. In both Scientific Research and Computer Science Club, she is working on developing
another app with Swift. She is so excited to learn more about computer science and help make a difference
with the innovation of coding and the collaboration of community.
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Shriya Srinivas

Senior at Wayzata High School
Shriya is a State Winner. Shriya felt her passion for STEM by attending a camp
in fourth grade where she discovered the joy of coding. Since then, she has
attended numerous camps and competitions, such as Technovation, and has
taught at multiple STEM camps like Camp Invention and Girls Got IT! Camp. She
can currently code in JAVA, Python, C++, Visual Basic, and MIT App Inventor. In
school, she has pursued her passion for Computer Science by taking both AP
Computer Science A and AP Computer Science Principles, as well as other AP math and science courses.
This year she created a Technovation student group to inspire more girls to explore the STEM field, as she
noticed a large gender gap in her classes. She is also an active member in speech, L.I.N.K crew, National
Honor Society, and Business Professionals of America. Outside of school, she is a Bharatanatyam dancer
and frequently volunteers at the Maple Grove Hospital, in her community, at her temple, and at dance. In
the future, she hopes to attend a university where she can continue to pursue her passion for Computer
Science and help create more technological innovations that will innovate our community.

Claire Stellmack

Senior at Mounds View High School
Claire is a State Winner. She was a State Honorable Mention recipient in 2021
and a Certificate of Distinction recipient in 2020. She has always enjoyed taking
math courses in school and first became interested in programming after joining
a coding club in seventh grade. Throughout middle school and high school, Claire
participated in Science Olympiad, winning state titles in experimental writing,
meteorology, and biology events. She joined a FIRST LEGO League robotics team
in eighth grade, then switched to FIRST Tech Challenge in high school, and recently competed at this year’s
state tournament. At the 2021 state tournament she received a Stratasys Youth Award, recognizing her
programming contributions. Her favorite parts of FIRST are programming the robot, participating in outreach
events in the community, and mentoring FIRST LEGO League teams. Claire is currently a full-time PSEO
student at the University of Minnesota and will be attending as undergraduate student majoring Computer
Science this upcoming fall semester. Claire was selected as an intern at SPS Commerce in 2021, where
she has learned many new skills and is excited to continue working on the Cloud Operations team this
upcoming summer. Outside of school, Claire enjoys music and plays clarinet, piano, and bass guitar. She
also likes reading, making crafts, and working as a barista at Starbucks.

26

Nikolai Tan

Senior at Math & Science Academy, Woodbury
Nikolai is a State Honorable Mention recipient. They have been interested in
technology in general since they were young, but their interest in coding was
sparked through their participation in various extracurricular activities at their high
school. They have continued to follow their passion, leading them to join their
school’s robotics team, get involved with the community, and even acquire an
internship at Securian Financial this past summer. Nikolai is passionate about all
sorts of computing-related fields, including robotics, programming, game development, and computer
engineering. They are a proud captain and driver for their school’s FIRST Robotics Competition team, The
Fighting Calculators, as well as for their FTC robotics team for gender minorities, The Wyvern Warriors. They
strive to make STEM more accessible by teaching programming lessons at their school, organizing STEM
outreach events for their community, and volunteering at programming camps. During the week, Nikolai
takes classes at the University of Minnesota and works as an IT assistant for their school, where they
repair laptops, assist staff with technology issues, and do front-end web development. When they aren’t
making robots, working, or studying, they enjoy honing their skills in music, art, programming, and game
development. In the future, Nikolai is interested in exploring the applications of computer science to artistic
endeavors, as well as finding ways to make STEM fields more welcoming and accessible, especially to
marginalized groups.

Katriana Trinh

Junior at Minnetonka High School
Katriana is a State Winner. Her interest in STEM started when she joined an FLL
team in 2016 as the lead and only programmer. Since then, she has been interested
in the various applications programming and computers can bring to the different
aspects of life. She is heavily involved with her high school’s FIRST Robotics Team,
Chicken Bot Pie, and has assisted with prototyping and fabrication of the robot,
resulting in a 4th out of 60 place finish in a Regional Competition in 2020. She
also holds leadership positions within the club where she is involved in onboarding new members to the
team and securing funding for her team. Katriana is proficient in Python and continues to develop her skills
through self-study and independent projects where she uses her strong math background to increase her
understanding of code, as well as attending computing programs such as the Summer Computing Academy.
She also enjoys challenging and furthering her knowledge by taking AP classes and Dual Enrollment classes
through the University of Minnesota. In her spare time, Katriana enjoys using technology to express her
passion to innovate through editing videos, various forms of digital art, and CAD. In the future, Katriana
plans to combine her love of biology and math with computing in college to pursue Biomedical Engineering,
and later medicine.
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Nalani Vang

Junior at Math and Science Academy, Woodbury
Nalani is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a 2020 Certificate of
Distinction recipient and a 2021 Rising Star. From a very young age, Nalani has
been passionate about helping others through her love of medicine, technology,
and community service. Her interest in computer coding first sparked when she
joined the Girls Who Code program at the University of Minnesota. She has been
involved in coding and technology programs for over seven years. Nalani found a
mentor that could provide professional insight on computing careers in the real world and advice on how
to succeed in the field. Meeting with her mentor opened paths to new opportunities and connections to a
vast network of leaders. Nalani recognized the importance of women’s contributions to technology when
collaborating with other young women. She is involved in 4-H, Girl Scouts, Skynet Scholars, Student Council,
and National Honor Society. Currently, Nalani is a full-time PSEO student at Century College with a focused
career in computer science, biology, and math. In the future, she plans to major in biology or biomedical
engineering and pursue a career of becoming a surgeon. Nalani believes that creating new software and
applications to further study and improve medical procedures through mechanics is a critical tool that can
help bring advancements to the medical field.

Pa Vang

Senior at Park Center Senior High, Brooklyn Park
Pa is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was introduced to the idea of
coding in Scratch through a club in middle school. Even after the club ended, she
continued exploring Scratch and created projects. During her first year as a high
school student, she created her own game on Scratch. During her junior year as
a PSEO student, Pa wanted to develop her coding skills so that she could create
better projects on Scratch, so she took an intro to web page programming class.
During the following summer, she had the opportunity to take part in Girls Who Code, which allowed her to
use her newly learned web page programming skills in addition to JavaScript. Pa is a tech intern at Target
through Genesys Works, Genesys Works Student Advisory Board member and Student Ambassador,
participant of DTCC Rising Stars and University of Minnesota Emerging Leaders of Color, and YWI Dream
STEM Lead cohort. She is currently pursuing an associate’s degree in accounting and will continue her
degree after high school, hoping to merge and utilize her computing skills with her business skills.
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Ashley Villar

Junior at John Marshall High, Rochester
Ashley is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a 2020 and 2021 Rising
Star. Ashley has had the urge to take action and help others ever since she was
little. Her family is from Peru, a third world country. She wishes her relatives could
have the opportunities she does in the United States. Ashley wants to dedicate
her future career to doing something helpful. Ever since middle school, Ashley has
had a passionate interest in the STEM field, specifically in software. Since joining
the Minnesota Aspirations in Computing program, Ashley has participated in many virtual meetings and
Hackathons that have widened her view on all the STEM careers. Ashley has decided that she wants to
major in Computer Science to become a Software Engineer or a Robotics Engineer.

Anna Wang

Senior at Edina High School
Anna is a State Winner. She was a State Honorable Mention recipient in 2021
and a Certificate of Distinction recipient in 2020. In middle school, she joined First
Tech robotic team, and participated in Girls Who Code where she started learning
Python. She took AP Computer Science Principles, where she gained the concept
of computer science and an overview of computing and its societal impacts. During
the summer, she continued to pursue her passion in computer science through
attending an intensive two-week programming camp, Summer Computer Academy, at the University of
Minnesota, where she learned to use Python, draw many different objects using turtle, code Rock, Paper,
Scissors, and design a webpage using HTML and CSS. She also attended Virtual Machine Learning Camps
during the past two summers where she learned applications of computer science in fields such as Artificial
Intelligence, Virtual Reality, and Big Data Analysis. She did research in analyzing medical data by using
machine learning techniques: data visualization, training and testing, decision trees, and neural networks.
Last year, she took AP Computer Science A where she learned Java. To further improve her coding skills,
she took Web Page Coding and is taking Cybersecurity this year. Anna would like to attend college and
major in Computer Science. She would like to learn how to code in other languages, because one of her
dreams is to code something that will solve real-world problems.
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Leigha Wood

Junior at Mounds View High School
Leigha is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She was a Certificate of Distinction
recipient in 2021. Leigha’s interest in STEM showed from a very young age when
she would regularly attend the Minnesota Science Museum and participate in
school science fairs. In 6th grade, she joined a FIRST LEGO League team and
has been participating in FIRST robotics programs for the last six years. Now as
a leader of her FIRST Tech Challenge team, Spontaneous Construction, she is
responsible for CAD, construction, wiring, documentation, and finances. Leigha and her team regularly
participate in outreach events where they advocate the importance of STEM. She is constantly learning
from others, ranging from her teammates teaching her how use Fusion360 to engineers teaching her wire
management and sheet metal manufacturing. In school, she takes multiple AP and advanced classes and
is even planning to take an EMT training course to become a certified emergency responder. In addition
to robotics and school, Leigha is also a violinist in her school’s chamber orchestra, a martial artist, and a
member of the National Honor Society. She is a Minnesota Dean’s List Awards finalist and a Stratasys
scholarship recipient. Leigha has always been fascinated by medicine and hopes to combine her interests by
pursuing a degree in Biomedical Engineering.

Izabelle Yang

Sophomore at Maple Grove Senior High School
Izabelle is a State Honorable Mention recipient. Although her parents don’t have
background in computer science, she has had a passion for it since her childhood.
It was significantly sparked by a 6th-grade class when she learned how to program
multiple LEDs, sensors, and motors on Arduino Boards. Since then, Izabelle
has taken many opportunities to expand her knowledge of computer science
by attending more STEM classes and clubs at her school and self-teaching. Her
curiosity about game design recently led her to take a computer gaming and 3D modeling class. Izabelle
has also joined her school’s FIRST Robotics team. Last year, she was part of the programming department
and learned how to use JavaScript to program components of a robot. This year, she is in the mechanical
department and has gained more experience with CAD. Izabelle is motivated to mentor and spread her love
for STEM by reaching out and volunteering in her community. She is also interested in animals and biology,
so this, along with her passion for technology, has prompted her to research how robots and AI can impact
the biology field. Izabelle hopes to become a robotics engineer in the future to improve the efficiency and
accuracy of veterinary procedures.
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Emma Zheng

Junior at Wayzata High School
Emma is a State Honorable Mention recipient. She has always had a high interest
and talent in STEM subjects in school. She started seriously competing in math
competitions in 8th grade, and ever since then she has competed in numerous
competitions, including the Minnesota State High School Math League and the
Harvard MIT Mathematics Tournament. Both of Emma’s parents are software
engineers, so as a child, she had always been interested in programming. Her
interest really took off, after taking her first official computer science class at school. She now enjoys
coding, and even teaches basic Java programming and math classes to younger kids at her part-time job.
Other than computer science and math, Emma also works as a waitress, plays tennis, competes in DECA,
plays piano and bassoon, and volunteers in her community. She is not sure where she wants to attend
college or what she plans on studying, but she thinks it will be either business or computer science.

2022 Minnesota Aspirations in Computing Award Committee Members
Katie Bedney, Twin Cities Chapter of the Association of Women in Computing, Calabrio
Russell Fraenkel, Minnesota State IT Center of Excellence
Anna Grecco, Community Volunteer
Lavanya Gundamaraju, Thomson Reuters
Elise Hanson, Minnesota State IT Center of Excellence
Katie Hendricksen, Target
Karen Martin, LyNetwork Global Services
Katherine Myers, Abbott
Amy Patton, SPS Commerce
Betsey Roush, Unisys
Devan Sayles, General Mills
Brianne Sprenger, Land O’Lakes
Kris Wilmunen, Unisys
Kristi Zakariasen, Minnesota State IT Center of Excellence
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Special Thanks to our Educator Endorsers
The following formal and informal educators provided an endorsement to one or more of the selected award honorees. On behalf
of the National Center for Women and Information Technology (NCWIT), the Minnesota Aspirations in Computing Awards
Committee, the honorees, and their families, we wish to acknowledge and express our appreciation for their involvement.
Nick Bahr, Minnetonka High School
John Bartucz, Century and John Marshall High Schools, Rochester
Travis Birklid, Roseville Area High School
Jessica Brent, Eden Prairie High School
Andre Burgaud, SPS Commerce
Jeanine Buyck, Edina High School
Katie Carter, Two Rivers High School, Mendota Heights
Matthew Caruso, Richfield High School
Jamie Crandall, Roseville Area High School
Cynthia Drahos, Burnsville High School
Amy Fettig, Ubah Medical Academy Charter School, Hopkins
Janelle Field, Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa High School
Jan Finazzo, Alexandria Area High School
Madeline Finnerty, Math & Science Academy, Woodbury
Andy Fisher, Eagan High School
Nicole Fisher, Mounds View High School
Jackie Fleischhacker, Lakeville South High School
Terry Friedrichs, Eastview High School, Apple Valley
Maria Gini, University of Minnesota
Kathryn Haagenson, Orono High School
Derek Haidle, Maple Grove Senior High School
Tracy Hanson, Eastview High School, Apple Valley
Matthew Henderson, Andover High School
Jessica Heydt, Math & Science Academy, Woodbury
Pam Hockenberry, Southwest High School, Minneapolis
Michelle Hoeper, Osakis High School
Amy Isvik, Eden Prairie High School
Siva Jasthi, Mahtomedi High School
Tika Kude, Wayzata High School

Norton Lam, FIRST Tech Challenge
Kate Lockwood, St Paul Academy and Summit School
Wade Logeais, Visitation School, Mendota Heights
Amanda Mackereth, Spectrum High School, Elk River
Kelly Martin, Black Data Processing Associates (BDPA)
Sofia Mogilevskaya, Eden Prairie High School
Jennifer Nelson, Eden Prairie High School
Natasha Olsonawski, Lincoln High School, Thief River Falls
Jane Peterson, Shakopee High School
Lisa Porte, Jefferson High School, Bloomington
Nancy Poulos, Edina High School
Alyson Purdy, Edina High School
Marcy Redmond, Maple Grove Senior High School
Thomas Reinartz, Rosemount High School
Audra Rudys, Wayzata High School
Darla Samuelson, East Ridge High School
Lynn Schirmer, Minnesota Connections Academy
Gretchen Schwanz, Simley High School, Inver Grove Heights
Shannon Seaver, Edina High School
Tabitha Senty, Apple Valley High School
William Skerbitz, Wayzata High School
David Sobolewski, Cretin Derham Hall, St. Paul
Matthew Stockinger, Apollo High School, St. Cloud
Jennifer Stone, Edina High School
Skye Teel, Minnesota Connections Academy, St. Paul
Matt Thibodeau, Totino-Grace High School, Fridley
Sheri White, Mahtomedi High School
Michael Wulf, MN STEM Partnership
Jeremy Zavitz, DeLaSalle High School, Minneapolis

“If you believe it will work out, you’ll see opportunities.
If you believe it won’t, you will see obstacles.”
Dr. Wayne Dyer
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MNAiC – Generating SPARCS
SPARCS is about Sustaining Passion, Ambition, and Resolve
for Career Success. Due to the financial support of Minnesota
Aspirations in Computing sponsors and countless volunteers,
hundreds of students participated in numerous virtual and
in-person events. Many SPARCS participants were encouraged
and supported to apply for Aspirations in Computing honors, as
well as the TWIST – EPIC Awards offered by Target. Every participant learned technology and professional
skills, engaged with practitioners, and met peers that shared a love for technology. In all, they discovered
that the ecosystem of support is boundless, and readily available to help them build their technology
confidence and competence.
A Gal’s Guide to the Galaxy – led by numerous partners
MentorMash Virtual Mentoring Program – led by SPS Commerce, Turnberry Solutions, Minnesota
Twins, Land O’Lakes, and partners
Bright Ideas Virtual Hackathon – led by Target, Land O’Lakes, and numerous partners
SPARCS does Target Field – led by Minnesota Twins and partners
Professional Aspirations – led by ServiceNow, Veritas Technologies, Stoneridge Software,
Calabrio, and partners
Nailing the Virtual Interview – led by SPS Commerce
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CONGRATULATIONS
AWARD WINNERS!
At General Mills, our Incredible IT team
knows what it means to be respected
and encouraged. Every day, our
IT professionals contribute to our
company’s mission of Making Food
the World Loves through their work
with state-of-the-art technology in
support of our well-known brands.

CHECK US OUT AT
CAREERS.GENERALMILLS.COM
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YOUR JOURNEY IS ONLY BEGINNING.
YOUR STAR IS SHINING BRIGHT AND
THE SKY IS YOUR LIMIT.

© 2022 Land O’Lakes, Inc.
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This generation of women
won’t just transform
technology.
They’ll change our world.
Congratulations to all the 2022 Aspirations
Award Recipients.
We’re looking forward to what you do next.

Drive >>>>
To lead innovation with the
most current technologies

Destination: Unisys
Where can your career have the greatest impact?Drive
With a company on the leading edge in the
hottest technology areas like cloud computing, data security, biometrics, and mobility solutions. With
an organization that will help you grow and advance, enhancing your career at every turn. With a
driven and innovative enterprise like Unisys.

Congrats to all of the Award Winners, Honorable Mentions,
and Rising Star recipients
Explore career opportunities with Unisys to drive your career forward.
www.Unisys.com/careers

38

GRAND PRIZE: Summer Paid Internships
Each year of the awards program we’ve been fortunate to offer numerous honorees a summer paid
internship experience. This year we’re delighted that seven MNAiC sponsors will be providing a total of
17 remote internships. At the awards ceremony on April 13 the internship matches will be announced.
Special thanks to: Datasite, General Mills, Land O’Lakes, Minnesota Twins, Optum, Securian and
SPS Commerce.
We invite additional businesses to join our intern provider cohort in 2023, when we expect to offer remote and
in-person/onsite internships. Help us provide all interested honorees with an excellent chance to win a MNAiC
grand prize.

MNAiC Postsecondary Education Scholarships Return
Due to an increase in sponsor generosity this year, Minnesota Aspirations in Computing is delighted to
announce the return of the college scholarship program. Numerous Rising Star, Honorable Mention, and
Winner level honorees have been approached regarding their eligibility to apply and interview for scholarships
to be used in the 2022-2023 or 2023-2024 academic years. Watch for further announcements at the top-tier
award ceremony on April 13 and the Rising Star – Junior/Senior Award Ceremony on May 7.
We thank all of this year’s MNAiC sponsors for contributing to the $10,000 scholarship pool. Special thanks to
scholarship committee members from Unisys for leading the scholarship program this year.
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THE MINNESOTA TWINS ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE ASPIRATIONS IN COMPUTING PROGRAM!
Through our commitment to social equity, the Twins’ goal is to ensure that
every child has the same opportunities for success. We are grateful for the
work of Minnesota State - IT Center of Excellence in this endeavor.
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Shaping the
technology that’s
reshaping health care
At Optum, part of the UnitedHealth Group family of businesses, you will
be part of a team that’s evolving health care so everyone can have the
opportunity to live their healthiest life. The work you will do with our worldclass technology team has the potential to change the lives of people
around the world. Come make a meaningful difference as we empower
you to do your life’s best work.SM
Discover where a role with Optum
Technology can take you. Use our
online careers site to take the next
step in your career journey.

Apply: workatoptum.com
linkedin.com/company/Optum
facebook.com/myOptum
instagram.com/Optum

Diversity creates a healthier atmosphere: Optum is an Equal
Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer and a
drug-free workplace. ©2022 Optum. All rights reserved.
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Become a PowerUP IT 2022-2023 Program Sponsor Today
Becoming a Sponsor: What’s in it for your Company or Organization?
You and your company will play a significant role in achieving a more diverse
IT talent pool in Minnesota. Working with the Minnesota State I.T. Center
of Excellence, Minnesota STEM Partnership, and their many business and
organization partners is the surest way to enlarge and enrich the IT talent pool
in the state, while addressing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion company goals.
Imagine the head-start this provides inner-city students to pursue an IT
education and career … and then capitalize on the opportunity for your company to gain unparalleled access
to technical and professional talent ready to make an impact and difference.
Special thanks to the following companies for designating a portion of their Aspirations sponsorship
to PowerUP IT.
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We’re looking out for
future Aspirations
Award Partners.
Celebrating
those who
make a
diﬀerence.
Visit
mnstateitcoe.org/sponsorsaspirations-awards

Taftlaw.com
i-WILL.net
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MNAiC Volunteers Shine Their Excellence
The lift is light when you have many helping hands. We’re fortunate to be supported throughout our
year-round efforts by volunteers assisting with tasks like: Guiding inner city students to complete their
award application (via PowerUP IT), Professional Aspirations Workshop presenters and mock interviewers,
summer virtual mentors, SPARCS programs, honoree biography editors, coordinating and producing three
ceremonies....and the list goes on!
Special thanks to the following MNAiC volunteers:
Elizabeth Albrecht, Boston Scientific
Amy Alexander, Mayo Clinic
Ilwad Ali, Target
Shelley Andrew, Minnesota Twins
Claudia Andriamananjara-Cunderlik,
Heraeus Medical
Stuti Arora, University of MN
John Avenson, Minnesota Twins
Dena Balabas, Calabrio
John Bartucz, CS Teachers Association
Debbie Bell, Target
Tarah Beyers, Target
Bria Black, Target
Adrian Bui,
IDeaS Revenue Solutions/U of M
Andre Burgaud, SPS Commerce
Jeanine Buyck, Target
Katy Campbell, Sleep Number
Marina Caporuscio, General Mills
Julie Cestaro, Buzzfeed
Magdalena Cruz Ramirez,
University of Minnesota
Leah Cunningham, Verica
Ben de la Rosa, SPS Commerce
Jade Denson, Target
Katie Downs, SPS Commerce
Cindy Drahos, CS Teachers Association
Dave Ellison, SPS Commerce
Awushie Fayose, Target
Wendy Feigal, Prime Therapeutics
Madeline Finnerty, SPS Commerce
Victoria Fogarty, FR Secure
Puja Gaur, University Of Minnesota
Koel Ghose, Target
Megan Giesen, Land O’Lakes
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Anna Grecco,
Retired from Thomson Reuters
Annie Greenawalt, SPS Commerce
Holly Hackley, SPS Commerce
Marysa Hak, Target
Elise Hanson,
MN State IT Center of Excellence
Phil Helgen, Target
Katie Hendricksen, Target
Kathy Hill, Pohlad Companies
Jami Hofacker, Prime Therapeutics
Sean Hoops, Target
Bryan Houle, U of M, Office of IT
Nimco Hussein, Target
Charles Killmer, FR Secure
Angi Lackens, ServiceNow
Megan Larkins, FR Secure
Jessica Lee, SPS Commerce
Kari Lessard, Turnberry Solutions
Rachel Lockett, Pohlad Companies
Lauren Loeffler, SPS Commerce
Jyotsna Magani, Veritas Technologies
Julie McConnell,
Genesys Works Twin Cities
Alex McCullough, General Mills
Beth McMillan, Land O’Lakes
Sarah McMorrow, SPS Commerce
James Menden, General Mills
Steve Menke, General Mills
Amanda Meyer, Ameriprise
Kent Miller, General Mills
Fatuma Mohamud, SPS Commerce
Denise Morelock, Turnberry Solutions
Marcia Morgan, Royal Bank of Canada
Lisa Moschkau, Minnesota Twins

Margo Mukomela, No Company Affiliation
Abnita Munankarmy, Code42
Katherine Myers, Abbott Labs
Janell Nelson, Canon Medical
Elle Neubauer, Healing Schools Project
Lanna Niemeyer, Prime Therapeutics
Peju Nordvik, Target
Jennifer Nowlin, OST
Ayaka Okamoto, General Mills
Shanta Owens, Microsoft
Heike Peters, Stoneridge Software
Izzy Raleigh, General Mills
Milinda Rambel Stone, Provation Medical
Carol Richardson, Ameriprise Financial
Hannah Rothamel, Land O’Lakes
Laine Ruska, Land O’Lakes
Lori Sandish, SPS Commerce
Devan Sayles, General Mills
Stephanie Schmidt, Royal Bank of Canada
Maura Silverberg, SPS Commerce
Carissa Staples, Land O’Lakes
Isaac Stitz, Land O’Lakes
Jill Stroze, SPS Commerce
Alicia Struble, SPS Commerce
Kristen Thurber, Donaldson
Megan Tischler, SPS Commerce
Julie Urban, Veritas Technologies
Jennie Vang, SPS Commerce
Lulu Wang, Qualcomm
Tori Wenker, General Mills
Liv Wolfson, General Mills
Dr. Michael Wulf, MN STEM Partnership
Kristi Zakariasen,
MN State IT Center of Excellence
Sunny Zheng, Target

Special Thanks
Minnesota State IT Center of Excellence, in partnership with Metropolitan State University, is grateful
for the numerous partners who have contributed financial, human, business, technology, printing,
communications, and other professional resources and services.
• O
 ur sincere appreciation to Champion Partner – Target, and Pillar Partners – Land O’Lakes, Optum,
and SPS Commerce, for their generous financial contributions.
• C ommittee members and year-round program volunteers are deserving of our full appreciation.
They led efforts to generate and review award applications, were SPARCS presenters, engaged with
students in MentorMash relationships, prepared media materials, recruited partners, planned awards
ceremonies, coached/guided summer interns, and paid the bills.
• S pecial thanks to the National Center for Women and Information Technology (NCWIT) for their
routine support, professional expertise, and their visionary leadership. We’re especially grateful to
regional affiliate manager, Kathy Zettl-Schaffer.
• D
 espite COVID related challenges, this year $50,000 was raised for three awards ceremonies,
SPARCS year-round activities benefitting hundreds of girls in high school, college scholarships,
PowerUP IT – BIPOC and marginalized gender programs, and much more. We are grateful for all
our financial sponsors.
• M
 innesota Twins and General Mills the for offering the Rising Star celebrations on April 30
and May 7, respectively. These events recognize 63 honorees.
• Nicely done…Unisys, for your donated print services, and Kindem Design for your graphic artistry.
• K atie Bedney and the Twin Cities Chapter of the Association of Women in Computing, please
accept our sincere gratitude for your fiscal agent support of Aspirations and SPARCS.
• Thank you emcees Bria Black and Jade Denson, for your inspirational support of the ceremony, and
Katie Hendricksen for your energetic leadership of the SPARCS program. What great role models you are!
• T o our audience of sponsors, partners, parents, educators, special guests, volunteers, and others, for
your show of support by participating in one or more of the recognition events – THANK YOU!
• L astly, to our honorees – none of this happens without your commitment to technology learning
and solving community challenges. We’re proud of you and grateful to be able to support you as you
Shine Your Excellence.
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Thank You Aspirations in Computing Award Sponsors
and Partners for Your Generous Support!
Champion Partner: Sponsors contributing $10,000 or more in financial support or services.

Pillar Partner: Sponsors contributing $5,000 or more in financial support or services.

Platinum Partner: Sponsors contributing $3,000 or more in financial support or services.

Gold Partner: Sponsors contributing $1,500 or more in financial support or services.

AWC
Association for Women in Computing

Silver Partner: Sponsors contributing $500 or more in financial support or services.

